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Article1l

Genera Provisions



8§11 Title

These regulations shall be known as the Chesapeake City Comprehensive Development
Ordinance. They may be referred to herein as the “Comprehensive Development Ordinance”, or
this “Ordinance”.

§1.2  Authority

The Mayor and Town Council have the authority to adopt this Ordinance pursuant to Article 66 B
of the Annotated Code of Maryland.

8§13 Purpose

§1.3.1 General Purpose

The purpose of this Ordinance isto protect and promote the public health, safety and general welfare of
the residents and citizens of the Town of Chesapeake City. It is a comprehensive and unified set of
regulations that govern the subdivision, development, and use of land.

§1.3.2 Specific Purposes
This Ordinance is adopted for the following particular purposes:

Implement policies of the Chesapeake City Comprehensive Plan. To implement the goals,
policies, and provisions of the adopted Comprehensive Plan and its subsequent updates.

Protect the small town character of the Town. To protect and improve upon the small town and
historic character of Chesapeake City and the social and economic stability of the existing
residential, commercia and other land uses within the Town.

Promote good planning practice. To promote good planning practice and to provide regulatory
mechanisms which include appropriate standards for new development, streamlined procedures
for minor development approvals, and enhanced provisions for oversight, inspection, and
conformance with approved plans.



Promote efficient land use and infrastructure. To promote the efficient use of land and the
orderly, efficient and responsible development of essential public facilities and services.

Promote good development practices. To promote development practices which conserve and
protect water, energy and other resources and discourage land consumptive, low density, and
single-use development patterns which run counter to traditional building practicesin the Town.

Encourage mixed use development and interconnectivity. To encourage mixed use development
and interconnectivity between and within devel opments.

§1.4  Severability

The sections, paragraphs, sentences, clauses, and phrases of this Ordinance are severable. If any
such part is declared unconstitutional or otherwise invalid by any court of competent jurisdiction
in a valid judgment or decree, such unconstitutionality or invalidity shall not affect any of the
remaining parts of this Ordinance.
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82.1 Roles of Official Bodies

§21.1 Zoning Administrator

A. Establishment

It shall be the duty of the Zoning Administrator to administer and enforce this Ordinance and to
take all actionsthat are required by this Ordinance.

B. Enfor cement

If the Zoning Administrator finds that this Ordinance is being violated, he/she shall notify in
writing the person responsible for such violations, indicate the nature of the violation and order
action necessary to correct it. The Zoning Administrator shall:

1 Order discontinuance of theillegal use of land, buildings, or structures;
2. Order removal of illegal buildings or structures or of additions, aterations, or structural
changes thereto;
3. Order discontinuance of any illegal work being done; or
4, Take any other action authorized to insure compliance or to prevent violation.
C. I ssuance of Permits

The Zoning Administrator shall issue permits for the erection, construction, addition, demolition,
moving or structural ateration of buildings and structures and for the use of land.

1 No building or other structure shall be erected, moved, added to, or structurally altered, or
use of land be changed without a permit authorizing such work.

2. No permit shall be issued except in conformity with this Ordinance.



Noticeto Critical Area Commission

Except as provided herein, when the Town receives an application for any development,
subdivision, site plan, rezoning, special exception, variance, or timber harvesting pertaining to
land in the Critical Area, the Zoning Administrator shall send official notification thereof and a
copy of the application to the Critical Area Commission:

1 The proposed structure is no greater than 250 square feet in size.

2. The proposed structure is a single-family house.

Appeals

Any person or agency aggrieved or affected by a decision of the Zoning Administrator may
appeal such decision to the Board of Appeals per 82.2.6 of this Ordinance.

§212 Planning Commission

A.

Establishment

The Planning Commission shall have the authority to:

1 Prepare and recommend a comprehensive plan for the Town of Chesapeake City and
review and update, as needed, the plan at |east once every six (6) years,

2. Advise the City Commissioners on all matters relating to the orderly planning and growth
of the Town.

3. Prepare and recommend amendments to this Ordinance, including the Official Zoning
Map;

4, Review and make recommendations to the Board of Appeals on special exceptions based
on findings of fact;

5. Review proposed public facilities for consistency with the comprehensive plan and, prior
to the City’s adoption or amendment, review and make a recommendation on the Capital
Improvements Plan;

6. Review and decide on Category 1 Site Plans as provided for in 83.1.3 of this Ordinance;

7. Review and decide on requests for certain modifications to site plan requirements

including parking, landscaping, and building design modification;
8. Review and decide on subdivision plats;
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9. Prepare, adopt, and distribute an annual report; and

11. Conduct other activities and duties as set forth in this Ordinance, or as requested by the
City Commissioners, or and as provided for by Article 66B of the Maryland Annotated
Code.

Member ship

1. The Planning Commission shall consist of seven members, who are residents of the
Town. All members shall be appointed by the Town Council.

2. Members shall be appointed for five-year terms and terms of appointment shall be
staggered.

3. Vacancy in membership for an unexpired term shall be filled for the unexpired term by
appointment by the Town Council. The Town Council shall consider a recommendation
from the Planning Commission if oneis provided.

Officers

1 The Commission shall elect from its membership a chairperson and vice-chairperson,
annually.

2. Theterms of the officers shall be one year, with eligibility for reelection.

M eetings

1 The Planning Commission shall establish a regular meeting schedule and shall meet
frequently enough so that it can take action on al complete applications in an expeditious
manner. The Planning Commission shall hold meetings quarterly or more often as the
Planning Commission's duties require. If there is no business before the Planning
Commission, the Chairman may cancel the meeting. The Planning Commission shall
hold regular meetings at a regular schedule to conduct the business to be brought before it
and shall at least meet every three months or four time per years.

2. Special meeting of the Commission may be called by the chairman.

3. All Commission meetings shall be open to the public.

4, Four members of the Commission shall constitute a quorum.

5. No action of the Commission shall be valid unless authorized by a majority vote of those

present and voting.
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6.

The Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson may take part in al deliberations and vote on al
items.

Proceedings of the Planning Commission

1

2.

The Commission shall adopt written rules necessary to the conduct of its affairs.
All meetings shall be open to the public.

The Commission shall keep minutes of its proceedings, showing the vote of each member
upon each question, or if absent or failing to vote indicating such fact, and shall keep
records of its examinations and other official actions, all of which shall be a public
record.

Decisions Based on Findings of Fact. All decisions of the Planning Commission,
whether favorable or unfavorable to the applicant, shall be based on and supported by
written findings of fact pertaining to the case under review. No decision of the Planning
Commission shall be final until the written decision of the Commission is signed and
filed.

M odifying the Provisions of this Ordinance

The Planning Commission may, upon the review of a site plan, but only where and as so provided
in this Ordinance, modify certain provisions upon its finding that such modification is the
minimum necessary to faithfully implement the purposes of this Ordinance and implement the
adopted Comprehensive Plan. This authority is distinctly different from the authority to grant a
variance as provided in 82.2.5, which authority rests solely with the Board of Appeals.

Appeals

Any person aggrieved by a decision of the Planning Commission and desiring to appea such
decision may file a petition for judicial review through the Circuit Court of Cecil County.

11



§21.3

A.

Board of Appeals

Establishment

The Board of Appeals shall have the authority to:

1

Hear and decide appeals from any order, requirement, decision, action, or determination
made by the Zoning Administrator. The Board may reverse or affirm, wholly or partly, or
may modify the order, requirement, decision or determination as ought to be made, and to
that end shall have powers of the Zoning Administrator from whom the appeal is taken.
The Board of Appeals is only authorized to hear and decide on appeals of the Zoning
Administer and no other agency or body.

Hear and decide Special Exceptions that have first obtained a favorable recommendation
from the Planning Commission as authorized under 82.2.7 of this Ordinance.

Authorize a variance from the terms of the Ordinance as provided for in §2.2.5 of this
Ordinance.

Member ship

1

The Board shall consist of five members who are residents or property owners in the
Town. The Town Council shall appoint the members.

Members shall be appointed for terms of three years each. Vacancies shall be filled by
appointment for the unexpired term.

The Town Council shall designate one alternate member for the Board of Appeals who
may be empowered to sit with the Board in the absence of any member of the Board, and
when the alternate is absent the Town Council may designate atemporary alternate.

Proceedings of the Board of Appeals

1

The Board shall adopt rules necessary to the conduct of its affairs. Meetings shall be held
a the cal of the Chairperson. The Chairperson, or in his’her absence, the Acting
Chairperson, may administer oaths and compel the attendance of witnesses.

All meetings shall be open to the public.

The Board shall keep minutes of its proceedings, showing the vote of each member upon
each question, or if absent or failing to vote indicating such fact, and shall keep records of
its examinations and other official actions, al of which shall be a public record.
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Decisions Based on Findings of Fact. All decisions of the Board, whether favorable or
unfavorable to the applicant shall be based on and supported by written findings of fact
pertaining to the case under review. No decision of the Board shall be fina until the
written decision of the Board is signed and filed.

D. Special Procedural Provisions

1

§214

The concurring vote of the magjority of the members of the Board shall be necessary to
reverse any order, requirement, decision, or determination of the Zoning Administrator,
or to decide in favor of the applicant on any matter upon which it is required to pass
under this Ordinance, or to effect any variation in the application of this Ordinance.

If any application or request is disapproved by the Board, thereafter the Board shall not
accept application for substantially the same proposal on the same property for a period
of one year from the date of such disapproval.

If an appeal to the Board is filed and the public hearing date set and public notice given,
and thereafter the applicant withdraws the appeal, the applicant shall not file another
application for substantially the same proposal on the same property for a period of one
year from the date of withdrawal.

Historic District Commission

Establishment

The Historic District Commission shall have the authority to:

1

2.

Hear applications for development activities within the Historic District and to adopt and
file with the Planning Commission certificates of approval or rejection on same.

To purchase architectural easements.

B. Member ship

1

The Mayor and Town Council shall appoint the members of the Commission.
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The Commission shall consist of seven members, all of whom, insofar asis possible, are
qualified by specia interest, knowledge or training in such fields as history, architecture,
preservation or urban design.

All of the Commission members shall be residents of the Town. At least three of the
members shall be residents of the Historic District Area. Effective with the first vacancy
on the Commission upon adoption of this Ordinance, one member shall be a sitting
member of the Town Council.

Members of the Commission shall be appointed for afive (5) year term. Any vacancy on
the Historic District Commission shall be filled by the Mayor and Town Council for the
unexpired term.

Proceedings of the Historic District Commission

1

The Commission shall adopt rules of procedure as needed to conduct its affairs and in
keeping with the provisions of this Ordinance. Meetings shall be held at the call of the
Chairman.

The Commission shall organize annually and, by election, shall select fromits
membership a chairman, vice-chairman and a secretary.

Meetings shall be open to the public.

Any interested person is entitled to appear and to be heard by the Commission before it
reaches a decision on any matter.

The Higtoric District Commission shall keep an open record of its resolutions,
proceedings, and actions which shall be kept available for public inspection during
reasonabl e business hours.

Four members of the Commission shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of
business, and a majority vote of the members present shall control the action of the
Commission.

Decisions Based on Findings of Fact

All decisions of the Commission, whether favorable or unfavorable to the applicant, shall be
based on and supported by written findings of fact pertaining to the case under review. No
decision of the Commission shall be final until the written decision of the Commission is
signed and filed.
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§215

Mayor and Town Council

A. General Duties of Mayor and Town Council
The duties of the Mayor and Town Council in connection with this Ordinance shall not include
hearing and deciding questions of interpretation and enforcement that may arise.

B. Specific Duties of Mayor and Town Council

Under this Ordinance, the Mayor and Town Council shall have the following duties:

1

To consider and decide on proposed amendments or the repeal of this Ordinance, as
provided by law.

To consider and decide on annexation petitions upon receiving a recommendation from
the Planning Commission per §83.4.1 of this Ordinance.

To enter into Public Works Agreements and other devel opment agreements as necessary
and alowed by law to implement this Ordinance.

To establish a schedule of fees, fees-in-lieu, and charges.
To appoint qualifying members of commissions and boards.

To remove any member of a commission or board established by this Ordinance for
inefficiency, neglect of duty, or malfeasance in office after providing written notice of
charges and conducting a public hearing.
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§22

§221

General Permit and Application Procedures

Zoning Permits and Occupancy Permits

A. Zoning Permit Required

1

A zoning permit certifies that an application complies with this Ordinance. Before an
individual does any of the following, he or she must obtain a zoning permit: erect a
building or structure, or enlarge, move, add to, or structurally alter abuilding, or excavate
for a building or structure, or initiate any development activities pursuant to an approved
site plan or subdivision plat.

The Planning Commission shall issue zoning permits for approved Category 1 site plans
(plans for commercial, multi-family residential and institutional developments, for
example) and magjor subdivision plats.

The Planning Commission shall issue zoning permits for approved Category 2 site plans
(plans for single family homes and additions, for example) and minor subdivision plats
unless it has delegated such authority to the Zoning Administrator through its adoption of
its written rules of procedure.

B. Expiration of Zoning Permit

1

A zoning permit shall automatically expire one year from the date of its issuance if no
work described in the permit has begun. The Zoning Administrator shall cancel the
permit and provide written notice thereof to the persons affected.

If work described in any zoning permit has not been substantially completed within two
years of the date of issuance, unless work is satisfactorily proceeding thereon, the Zoning
Administrator shall cancel the permit and provide written notice thereof to the persons
affected,

No work on a cancelled permit may proceed unless and until a new zoning permit has
been obtained.
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Occupancy Permitsfor New, Altered, or Non-Conforming Uses

1

It shall be unlawful to use or occupy or permit the use or occupancy of any building or
premises, or both, or part thereof hereafter created, erected, changed, converted, or
wholly or partly altered or enlarged in its use or structure until an occupancy permit shall
have been signed by the Zoning Administrator and issued by the County Department of
Permits and Inspections, stating that the proposed use of the building or land conforms to
the requirements of this Ordinance.

No non-conforming structure or use shall be renewed, changed, or extended until the
Zoning Administrator shall have issued a zoning occupancy permit. The zoning
occupancy permit shall state specifically wherein the non-conforming use differs from
the provisions of this Ordinance.

An applicant for an occupancy permit involving a change of use of a building shall first
submit the application to the Cecil County Government for review and comment and then
to the Zoning Administrator for permit review.

A temporary occupancy permit may be issued for a period not exceeding six months
during aterations or partial occupancy of a building pending its completion, provided
that such temporary permit may reguire such conditions and safeguards as will protect the
safety of the occupants and the public.

As-built site plans: Two copies of the “as-built” site plan certified by an engineer shall be
submitted to the Zoning Administrator prior to issuance of a zoning occupancy permit for
any building shown on a Category 1 Site Plan.

The Zoning Administrator shall maintain a record of all zoning occupancy permits and
copies shall be furnished upon request to any person.

Failure to obtain a zoning occupancy permit shall be a violation of this Ordinance and
punishable under 82.2.5 of this Article.

Construction and Useto be as Provided in Applications, Plans, Certificates, and Permits

1

Zoning permits and zoning occupancy permits authorize only that which is set forth on
approved plans and applications, and no other use, arrangement, or construction.

Use, arrangement, or construction differing with that authorized shall be deemed
violation of this Ordinance.
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§222 Building and Demolition Permits

A. Pur pose of Building Per mit

A building permit certifies that an application complies with the Cecil County Building Code as
may be supplemented, amended, and revised from time to time.

B. Building Permit Required

Before any of the following can take place, an applicant must obtain a building permit: erect a
building or structure, or enlarge, move, add to, or structurally alter a building, or excavate for a
building or structure, initiate any construction activities pursuant to an approved development site
plan or subdivision plat.

C. Cecil County Permit and I nspection Approval Required

Before the Zoning Administrator can issue a building permit, the Cecil County Permit and
Inspection shall have reviewed and approved the required plans and issued a County Building
Permit.

D. Conditions and Restrictions on a Building Permit

1 In granting any variance, the Board of Appeals may prescribe appropriate conditions and
safeguards on the building permit.

2. The Zoning Administrator may place conditions on the issuance of a building permit.

3. Violation of such conditions and safeguards, when made a part of the terms under which
avarianceis granted or apermit isissued, shal be deemed aviolation of this Ordinance.

E. Demoalition Permits Required

1 Before any activities to demolish or remove in whole or part, any building or structure an
applicant must first obtain a demolition permit from the Zoning Administrator and Cecil
County Government, which permit may be subject to an applicable fee set forth in the
Town’s Schedule of Fees.

2. The Zoning Administrator may place conditions on the issuance of a demolition permit.
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3. Prior to issuing a demoalition permit in the Historic District, the Zoning Administrator
shall first forward the application to the Historic District Commission for review.

F. Expiration of Building or Demolition Permit

Every permit issued shall become null and void if the work authorized by such permit is not
commenced within 180 days after its issuance or if the work authorized by such permit is
suspended or abandoned for a period of 180 days after the work is commenced. The Town’s
Zoning Administrator is authorized to grant in writing one or more extensions of time for periods
of not more than 180 days each subject to payment of an applicable fee for each such extension
which fee amount shall be set forth in the Town’s Schedule of Fees. The extension shall be
regquested in writing with justifiable cause demonstrated.

§223 Amendmentsto this Ordinance

A. Who May Initiate

Proposals for amendment, supplement, change, modification, or repeal may be initiated by the
Town Council on its own motion, by the Planning Commission, or by petition of one or more
owners of property to be affected by the proposed amendment, subject to the following
provisions:

1 Proposals originated by the Town Council. The Town Council shall refer every proposal
originated by the Town Council to the Planning Commission. Within 60 days of the
submission, the Planning Commission shal submit to the Town Council a report
containing the Planning Commission’s recommendations, including any additions or
modifications to the original proposal.

2. Proposals originated by the Planning Commission. The Planning Commission may at any
time transmit to the Town Council a proposal.

3. Proposals originated by a citizen’s petition. Each petition by one or more owners of
property to be affected by a proposa for amendment, supplement, change, or
modification shall be submitted on forms provided therefore to the Zoning Administrator.
On receipt of said petition, the Zoning Administrator shall transmit a copy of the petition
to the Planning Commission.
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All amendments shall be the subject of a public hearing conducted by the Planning
Commission. The Planning Commission shall conduct the hearing within 60 days of
submission of proposed amendment and then within 45 days following a public hearing,
the Commission shall submit a report to the Town Council containing the Commission’s
recommendations, including any additions or modifications of the original proposal.
Failure to submit a report within 45 days shall be deemed approval of the petition by the
Planning Commission. The Town Council shall defer action on a petition until the
recommendations of the Planning Commission are received and reviewed or until 45 days
have elapsed, whichever may occur first.

Criteriafor aValid Zoning Map Change

Except as part of a comprehensive rezoning of the Town of Chesapeake City, the Town Council
shall approve no amendment to the Official Zoning Map unless it first finds upon a
preponderance of evidence that either of the following criteriato have been met:

1

2.

There was a mistake in the preparation of the Official Zoning Map.

Since the adoption of the current Comprehensive Plan, there has been a substantial
change in the character of the neighborhood where the map amendment is proposed.

Town Council Public Hearing and Notice

1

No such amendment, supplement, change, modification, or repeal shall become effective
until after a public hearing by the Town Council in relation thereto.

When such hearing concerns a zoning map change, the Town shall post in a conspicuous
place on the property involved a notice of pending action; such posting to take place at
least 15 days prior to the date fixed for public hearing.

When such hearing concerns a zoning map change, the Town shall give written notice of
the time and place of such hearing, sent by registered mail to the applicant and to the
owners of property contiguous to or opposite the property affected.

20



§224

A.

Administrative Adjustments

By Authority of the Zoning Administrator

The Zoning Administrator is authorized to make certain administrative adjustments that are in
harmony with the general purpose and intent of this Ordinance, in the specific instances set forth
herein, where the Zoning Administrator makes findings of fact in accordance with the standards
prescribed and finds that there are practica difficultiesin carrying out these regulations.

Procedures

1

All applications for administrative adjustments shall be filed with the Zoning
Administrator on aform provided by the Town.

The Zoning Administrator is authorized to approve administrative adjustments, after
having determined that the submission is complete and finding that the request meets the
reguirements for granting an administrative adjustment.

Within fifteen days, the Zoning Administrator shall decide to: (1) approve the
application, (2) approve the application subject to specific conditions; or (3) deny the
application. The Zoning Administrator’s decision shall be based on written findings of
fact and may impose such conditions or restrictions upon the premises as may be
necessary to comply with the standards and purposes established in this Ordinance.

The Zoning Administrator shall transmit a copy of the decision to the applicant and all
other persons previously receiving notice of the application.

Permitted Administrative Adjustments

Administrative adjustments may be granted only for the following:

1

Setbacks. To permit setbacks of up to ten percent less than required by applicable
regulations.

Lot Coverage. To permit lot coverage of up to ten percent more than required by
applicable regulations, except within the Critical Area.

Building Height. To permit a building height of up to five percent more than required by
applicable regulations.

Signs. As provided in 86.5.9 of this Ordinance.
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Adjustmentsfor Non-Conforming L ots Prohibited

The Zoning Administrator may not approve administrative adjustments when the minimum lot
width and area requirements for the property are not met.

Review Criteriaand Findings

The Zoning Administrator shall not grant an administrative adjustment unless he/she makes
findings based upon the evidence presented in each specific case that:

1

Practical Difficulties. The particular physical surroundings shape or topographical
conditions of the subject property result in practical difficulties for the owner, which have
not been created by any persons having an interest in the property.

Unique Conditions. The conditions upon which an application for an adjustment is based
are unique to the subject property and are not applicable, generally, to other property
within the same zoning classification.

Public Safety and Welfare. The granting of the adjustment will not be detrimental to the
public safety or welfare or injurious to other property or improvements in the
neighborhood in which the property islocated.

F. Expiration of Approval

1

§225

No decision granting an administrative adjustment shall be valid for a period longer than
one year from the date of the decision, unless the building permit is obtained within that
period and the erection or ateration of a building is started or the use is commenced
within that period.

The Zoning Administrator may, upon a showing of good cause, grant one six month
extension of an administrative adjustment, provided that a written application for
extension is filed while the decision is till valid.

Variances

By Authority of the Board of Appeals

A property owner may apply to the Board of Appealsfor a variance from the strict application of
the terms of this Ordinance in order to avoid unwarranted hardship to the applicant, provided
however that this shall be narrowly construed and applied by the Board in order to avoid
undermining the purpose, integrity, intent and generally uniform application of this Ordinance

22



Procedures

Applications for a variance shall be submitted to the Zoning Administrator and shall include
written statements addressing the following:

1 The specific provisions from which a variance is sought.

2. The nature and extent of the variance sought.

3. The special conditions of the property which would make a variance necessary.
4, A statement indicating why the variance should be granted.

5. The description of the aleged hardship that is caused by the physical surroundings, shape
or topographical conditions of the subject property.

Public Hearing Required

No variance shall be authorized by the Board until a public hearing has been held on it.

Burden of Proof

The applicant for a Variance shall have the burden of proof, which shall include the burden of
going forward with the evidence and the burden of persuasion on al questions of fact that are to
be determined by the Board of Appeals.

Decision on Variances, Standards

The Board of Appeals shall not grant a variance unless it makes findings of fact in writing based
upon the evidence presented to it in each specific case that each of the following standards are
met:

1 Because of the particular physical surroundings, shape or topographical conditions of the
subject property, a particular hardship to the owner would result as distinguished from a
mere inconvenience, if the strict letter of the regulations were to be carried out. The
alleged hardship shall relate to the land not to personal circumstances.
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The conditions upon which a petition for a variance is based are unique to the property
for which the variance is sought, and are not applicable, generally, to other property
within the same zoning classification.

The aleged hardship has not been created by the present owner or any previous owners
of the property.

The granting of the variance will be in harmony with the genera purpose and intent of
this Ordinance and will not be detrimental to the public welfare or injurious to other
property or improvements in the neighborhood in which the property islocated.

The variance will not impair an adequate supply of light and air to adjacent property,
substantially increase the congestion of the public streets, increase the danger of fire,
endanger the public safety, or alter the essential character of the neighborhood or district
in which the property is located.

Within the intent and purpose of this Ordinance, the variance, if granted, is the minimum
variance necessary to afford relief.

The granting of a variance will not adversely affect water quality or adversely impact
fish, wildlife, or plant habitat within the Critical Area, and will be in harmony with the
general spirit and intent of the Critical Area Law and the Critical Area Program.

No non-conforming use of neighboring lands, structures, or buildings in the same zone,
and no permitted use of lands, structures, or buildings in other zones shall be considered
grounds for the issuance of a variance.

Conditions and Restrictions

1

In granting any variance, the Board of Appeas may prescribe appropriate conditions and
safeguards in conformity with this Ordinance. Violation of such conditions and
safeguards, when made a part of the terms under which the variance is granted, shall be
deemed aviolation of this Ordinance.

In granting a variance, the Board may impose such reasonable conditions as will ensure
that the use of the property will be compatible as practical with surrounding properties.

Prohibited Variance

Under no circumstances shall the Board of Appeals grant a variance to alow a use not
permissible under the terms of this Ordinance in the zone involved, or any use expressly or by
implication prohibited by the terms of this Ordinance in said zone.
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H. Property in the Critical Area

If the variance concerns property in the Critical Area:

1

A copy of the application for a variance will be provided to the Critical Area Commission
by the Board of Appealsin atimely manner, but no fewer than 14 calendar days prior to
the Board’s hearing on the matter.

The Board will promptly forward a copy of its decision to the Critical Area Commission.

I Expiration of Approval

1

§226

No decision granting a variance shall be valid for a period longer than one year from the
date of the decision, unless the building permit is obtained within that period and the
erection or ateration of abuilding is started or the use is commenced within that period.

The Zoning Administrator may, upon a showing of good cause, grant one six month
extension of avariance, provided that awritten application for extension is filed while the
decisionisstill valid.

Appeals

I nitiation

Any p